PARLIAMENT  AGAIN
which he was regarded both by the Scots and by the
popular party in England.    The Scots had at first
refused to treat with the English Court so long as
Strafford was party to the conferences, and the whole
tone   of Puritan  policy  was  clearly   and  violently
against his own.    He therefore submitted to the King
c That he should not be able to do his Majesty any
service   [in  Parliament] ;    but  should rather be a
means to hinder his affairs ; in regard he foresaw that
the great envy and ill-will of the Parliament, and of the
Scots would be bent against him.5    He added that if
he kept out of sight, he might also hope to keep out of
mind, and, further, that if they should attack him in
his absence, * He might the better avoid, and retire
from any danger, having the liberty of being out of
their hands, and to go over to Ireland, or to some other
place, where he might be most serviceable to his
Majesty, but if he should put himself into their power,
by coming up to the Parliament, it was evident that
the House of Commons, and the Scots with all their
party, especially being provoked by his coming amongst
them, would presently fall upon him, and prosecute
his destruction/   There was nothing pusillanimous in
the caution.   No man was less afraid of danger than
Strafford.   He was genuinely convinced that he might
still be of great service to the King, and that if in the
present temper of the country he fell into the hands of
the Parliament, his future opportunities would be
gravely jeopardised.    It was a perfectly shrewd and
statesmanlike view of the situation, but it was wholly
displeasing to the King, who replied that there was no
one in whose abilities he had so much confidence, and
that in the very difficult business that was now being
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